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1. United Nations International Strategy on Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), 2009, “UNISDR Terminology
on Disaster Risk Reduction,” http://www.unisdr.org/eng/terminology/terminology-2009-eng.html. Some
institutions use these two terms synonymously.

2. A return period (or recurrence interval) is an estimated interval of time between hazard events of a certain
intensity or size. It is a statistical measurement averaged over an extended period of time. The trauma of
the disaster tends to cause people to underestimate recurrence intervals (i.e., assume the disaster will recur
sooner than historical information would suggest).

3. Charles Scawthorne, 2009, “Disaster Reduction and Recovery: A Primer for Development Managers”
(Washington, DC: World Bank).

4. International Code Council, http://www.iccsafe.org/.

5. U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 2001, Telling the Tale of Disaster Resistance: A
Guide to Capturing and Communicating the Story (Denver: FEMA Region VIII), http://www.fema.gov/
library/viewRecord.do?id=1762.

6. The comparison of mitigation options depends on knowing the improvement in vulnerability that will
result from various mitigation options, relative to a baseline, information that may be very difficult to
ascertain scientifically. Therefore, subjective judgment will often need to be exercised, which may be
the judgment of the affected community itself, solicited using a participatory approach to evaluating

alternative mitigation measures.
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